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A big big thank you! 

Thanks to you, we can make this festival happen again! And now we have a newsletter for you, so you                                       
can know what we are doing and what still has to be done up here in the Dance Center and for Ida                                           
Johansson’s cause (if you do not know who she was, please take a look at our website                                 
www.gaeddede.com).  

First of all, it is important that you know more about this amazing festival, so let’s get started! 
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What is Gäddede dance festival? 

 
Gäddede dance festival (Gdf) is         
a dance festival where everyone         
is welcome, it doesn’t matter         
the color of your skin, what           
religion you believe in, how old           
you are or where you come           
from, or gender and sexual         
orientation, everyone is     
welcome. Gdf is a collaborative         
festival which stands for human         
and elders rights.  
 

 
It is held in a small town called Gäddede in the northern part of Sweden. The festival started with the                                       
amazing Calle Johansson who came home to Gäddede to take care of his mother, Ida Johansson, who                                 
suffered a stroke a few years back and didn’t have rehabilitation. He found out about what was going                                   
on at the retirement home care she was staying, Levinsgården, and he decided to fight against it. Elder                                   
people there, including his mother, suffer physical, mental and emotional abuse at the hands of the                               
doctors and staff, despite continuous reports to authorities. Calle has worked hard for her and elders                               
rights and this festival is the way he found to call people’s attention to this problem. 
 
This festival represents the people’s kind heart and that we can do everything we want, if we fight for                                     
it together. This festival is beyond the limits and nothing is impossible, that will always be our motto.  

 
How does it work? 
 
This is a cooperative festival and everything is free. People here work together to keep the house                                 
going, nobody is gaining anything from this, we just want a happy, loving community. We think that if                                   
everyone participates with what they can and helps out as much as possible magical things can                               
happen. We need as much help as we can get. 
 
If you want to be a teacher and teach a class that would be great, if you want to be a student that is                                               
great too. There is something for everyone here, from the best dancer in the world to someone who                                   
never even tried before.  
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The festival is free for everyone because we want everyone to be a part of it, and then donate                                     
whatever you personally think feels right. There is free food, accommodation inte the dance center                             
and all the classes are for free. The house is still under renovation and it is far from perfect but it’s                                         
getting better! 

 
Why “beyond the limits”?  

 
We use the expression beyond the limits because we think that everything is possible. We want to                                 
show the world that if we work together we can do anything we want. For example: 
We have had several famous dance teachers working here together and teaching classes for a good                               
cause, we have had classes on top of a mountain, on a frozen lake, we even had one teacher, the                                       
amazing Chester Whitmore, teaching six classes at once! We know that if we can make this happen in                                   
Gäddede we absolutely can fight for the human and elders rights together and make a difference.  
The only thing that actually stops us from doing something is what we think we can do! If you have the                                         
mind set on “everything is possible” then everything is possible! 
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What is the “Mission impossible team”? 

 
The Mission impossible team is         
Calle Johansson and his friends,         
here’s a few of them: Elliott           
Donnelly, Francisco Nogueira,     
Chester Whitmore and Lorenz Ilg.  
 
Some of these guys has known           
each other since way back, and           
they have been on missions and           
adventures all over the world         
together. The name “mission       
impossible team” started in the         
90’s as they did a lot of things that                 
some people considered     
impossible, the team has grown         

during the years and it is now a pretty big team. The team started to use the name more lately since                                         
everything with Calles mother Ida has happened. Now is the team fighting for elders rights and for                                 
people to treat everyone equally.  
 
The team is much more than a bunch of people organizing a festival together. This team wants to                                   
make a difference! They want to change the way people treat each other and fight for human and                                   
elders rights. No one in this team is gaining anything from this, everyone is doing it in the name of love                                         
and respect. We think that everything is possible as long as you have a kind heart and will to fight for                                         
what you believe in. 

 

The Dance Center 

 
The Dance Center has been built to help Ida and others in need by providing activities that: 

● Activate (instead of making people passive) 
● Build (instead of breaking people down) 
● Include (instead of excluding people) 
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Dance can provide all of that, but the Dance Center also welcomes all activities related to health,                                 
education, and that promotes human rights, civil courage and compassion. 

 
We only have 7 rules: 

 
Have fun! 

Be nice to people! 
Stand up for people! 

No drugs! 
Create value and meaning – 

and challenge injustice! 
Challenge the limits! 

Have a wonderful life! 
  

 
How do I participate? 

 
That’s a great question, you can participate in any way you want!  
We want as many people as possible to participate and we would love if you wanted to be a part of                                         
this. As in the past years, GDF 2018’s preparatives began lots of time before the festival starts and                                   
there are a bunch of people coming up to help, because there are endless things to be done!  

Since the Festival is free and it depends on people’s donations, we would appreciate if you can also                                   
help with money or donating things that can be used for the Dance Center and for the Festival! For                                     
your best understanding, we will exemplify with pictures and a diary of what we have been done up to                                     
now!  

 

 

                                    Look up for the next GDF newsletter!!! 
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